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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont. from Page 1


It was idolatry among the nations that was the catalyst to their oft-recurring sin and it constituted their supreme national peril. So wayward was the heart of Israel that Joshua found it necessary to re-pledge the nation to a new fidelity to God before they could enter the promise land. (ISBE)


     But, what is the big deal, do we need to be concerned about this kind of thing today?  Consider the “Birmingham Church”, an amalgamation of people from Churches of Christ that suddenly believe that the local, autonomous church is not what God had in mind for those who would worship and honor Him. One well known preacher, supported for many years by faithful brethren, has on his blog, condemned the “Church of Christ” as a sect (simply a religious party). He concluded by saying “I have officially withdrawn from the sect.


I want to belong to Christ and to the church family of which I am a part”.


     But wait, were there no “local autonomous churches in New Testament Time? (I Cor, 4:17) 


(I Cor 16:19; I Cor 1:2)  If so, what were they called? (Rom. 16:16) It is an interesting thing to me that when men seek their own way with God and try to explain their reasons they always shoot themselves in the foot. 


     Make no mistake, it is a sign of the time and growing fast but there is a defense. Qualified elders (Act 14:23) in concert with strong Christians, (Acts 20:28) willing to “hold fast the confession of our hope that it waver not; for he is faithful that promised: and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works;” (Heb 10:23-24)


Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7)            


		Joe Phillips


		





 The gods of the idolatrous world of the Old Testament were the handiwork of man: fragile, unthreatening, and most importantly, silent (Habakkuk 2:18-20).  In the pagan world of the Greeks and Romans around the time of Christ, the histories of the gods were merely the inventions of man: larger-than-life projections of man's virtues and vices providing no specific, unchanging moral guidance, and justifying by similarity the foibles of mortal creatures below.


       This latter pagan world may be seen in the New Testament record of those philosophers on Mars Hill who were interested in what new things might be added to their own experience, and who scoffed at any mention of a (supernatural) resurrection, which Paul had given as evidence of a coming judgment--the ultimate intrusion of an authoritative God (Acts 17:31, 32).  The letter to the Colossians describes the seductive influence of men who made up their own rules about religious practice, and placed unjustified importance on philosophies of men, natural processes, and personal knowledge (Colossians 2:8,22,23). And of course, the book of Romans begins with the description of the moral decline of those who refused to have God in their knowledge, and followed their own reasoning and lusts downward to a reprobate mind (Romans 1:28).


      The description in Romans of the displacement of God's influence by one's own lusts illustrates the logical connection between paganism and selfishness.  Having refused to allow an 


   








the divine nature" (2 Peter 1:4).  e has set his m


   He has set his mind on things above--where Christ is authoritatively seated at the right hand of God, waiting to be manifested in glory (Colossians 3:1-4).  With purpose, guidance, and hope provided from outside himself, the Christian can be secure in denying himself and following Jesus through sacrifice and into glory from God (Phil. 2:3-11).


      The Gospel brings God crashing in upon a world of self-centered sinners.  The creation, the incarnation, the miracles, the resurrection, the revelation, and the hope of you gird yourselves with humility, to serve one another: for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time."  (1 Peter 5:5,6)   What a challenge to close our ears to the siren call of our own immediate desires while those around us rush to surrender to them, and instead listen intently to the voice of God who speaks from beyond time and space with the absoluteness of eternity.


______________________________________________________


I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.


(III John 4)


_________________________





  And the work of righteousness


 shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and


        confidence for ever. 





                  (Isa 32:17)








Selfishness and Pride


By Marty Broadwell





One of the great (but temporary) conveniences of paganism is the non-intrusiveness of God.  Whether the pagan believes in no god, or one that does not intervene into the affairs of the world, or in an idol-god to whom man speaks rather than the other way around, God does not interfere in decisions about what the pagan wants to do.








interested, authoritative, and active God into one's thinking leaves a void in which there is no purpose, no guidance, and no hope provided from outside man himself.  


Into this void inevitably comes the elevation of personal desires as the source of guidance, and the (physical) good of self as an orienting direction for life.  Peter describes false teachers who "walk after the flesh in the lust of defilement, and despise dominion" (1 Peter 2:10): two sides of the same coin.


      Today's thinking echoes the rejection of an intrusive God--and anything external to self, which is greater--and the corresponding elevation of "me" and "mine".  Moral decisions are made based on what I want and what's best for me, despite consequences on others in the community or family. Educators emphasize esteem of myself, independent of accomplishment against an external standard.  Literature is read and judged based solely on how I react to it, rather than the validity of the content or even the original intent of the author, and school classes are judged based on how many of the student's personal opinions were expressed.  Votes are casts based on the economy (stupid) … meaning, of course, my personal economy.  Modern churches are evaluated based on their ability to satisfy my personal needs.


     The Christian, however, has "escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust," and rather than relegating God to be a projection of " man's nature, with no better than man's wisdom, the Christian has 


opened his mind to the knowledge and promises of God to become a partaker of a			











Present Day Apostasy 


Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto you of our common salvation, I was constrained to write unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints.  (Jude 3)


    The word apostasy is found only two times in the New Testament from the Greek in the Revised Standard Version and it is not a pretty word. Apostasy is generally defined as the determined willful rejection of Christ and His teachings by a Christian (true believer). It should be noted that this is different from false belief or error which may be the results of ignorance. Apostasy is by those who know better.


     Although the word is not used in the generally accepted translations, its cause and effect is seen throughout the scripture. A study of the Minor Prophets shows the displeasure of God and the punishment He will bring upon those who turn their back (apostatize) on Him and His precepts. Jeremiah wrote, “Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and a bitter, that thou hast forsaken Jehovah thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts”. (Jer 2:19) Paul wrote that, Demas forsook him having loved this present world (2Tim 4:10) and that, “Hymenaeus and Alexander suffered ship-wreck of the Faith” (I Tim 1:19) 


       While apostasy is an act of the individual it can and often does engulf an entire group of believers as was the case in the early 50’s and the institutional church.  With Israel it was considered the “national sin”, because as the leaders go so goes the nation.
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; at home following repair of knee


replacement surgery: Ron Wood; Jack and 


Joyce Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; 


Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s Grandmother.


 Joe Phillips; Mary Scott; Rachel Norman; 


June Guyton; James Adams; Donna Simmons’


 mother.  Steve Huff’s mother; Annette Rogers; 


Donny Gilbert  back problems; Larry Coots;


  Courtney Quenn surgery.   Rhonda Ditter


 undergoing chemo treatment. Donnie Harper


 battle with  severe arthritis. Anna Tramell mom


as well as Anna; Sam Adams awaiting surgery


on May 2


 Remember those who are traveling.


Congregation’s Patrick and Jessica Miles at the 


birth of Piper Hannah. We are thankful for her


 safe arrival, all are doing well.


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers. 





____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Garrett Douthitt


 Song Leader----Anthony Lynch


Lord's Supper— Adam Kreis


   Asst. 1-----Joe Phillips 


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Grant Hicks  


   Asst. 4-----Scottie Porter


   Asst. 5-----Zach Adams


2nd Prayer---Steve Huff


Read Scripture---Grant Gay 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer---Gary Humfleet 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Steven Tramell





Special Service


Led by


Adam Kreis 





Lord's Supper—Adam Kreis


Announcements—Ryan Pink


Closing Prayer---Matt Jones


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steven Tramell


 Invitation---Garrett Douthitt 


 Closing Prayer---Justin Douthitt	


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














